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Hullabaloo! Primary Music Curriculum Overview

Unit 1Year Group

Reception

Early Years Foundation Stage
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“Who Are You?”

• To learn each other’s names
• To develop active listening skills
• To embody the actions at given times to increase awareness of musical phrasing and vocal expression
• To use actions and Makaton signs to support learning words and maintain prolonged focus
• To learn new songs
• To listen and respond at given times
• To experience and embody the driving pulse by skipping along 
• To embody the regular beat through repetitive speech patterns
• To express self creatively (Cool Down)
• To use puppets in response to music
• To use vocal sounds creatively
• To listen and respond to others’ sounds
• To engage in active listening, eye pointing and vocal responses
• To listen carefully and embody changes of dynamics (i.e. loud and quiet) by moving up and down to the music creatively 
• To sequence visual big and small sizes, and relate to sequenced low and high pitched sounds 
• To listen and respond to lyrics of a song with “yes” or “no” at given times
• To watch and respond to changing gestures
• To increase awareness of different body parts
• To use creative thinking and expression
• To listen carefully and group similar sounds
• To understand that we all experience music differently
• To understand that we all express ourselves creatively in different ways
• To learn rhyme 
• To express creativity using puppetry
• To follow start-stop instructions for instrumental play (listen and respond)
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Unit 2Year Group

Reception

Early Years Foundation Stage

‘Let’s Celebrate!’

• To learn simple songs
• To listen and respond to start-stop music commands
• To embody the beat, thus support responding at given times
• To anticipate patterns of behaviour based on regular phrase length
• To watch and respond at given times
• To practise repeatedly counting to four in a consistently paced way (using the building blocks of early musical theory)
• To embody the rhythms of a repetitive phrase and respond at given times
• To develop turn-taking skills
• To understand that we all experience music differently
• To understand that we all creatively express ourselves in different ways
• To experience music from different cultures
• To group instruments according to similar tones
• To listen to words and respond with given actions
• To listen to sounds and respond with given actions
• To embody sounds with relevant actions
• To express self creatively through gestures in response to music
• To express self creatively through drawing colours and shapes in response to music
• To recognise that we embody the music when we allow our bodies to move freely to the sounds that we hear
• To express self creatively by drumming fingers on desks or knees in response to music
• To experience and embody different cultural dances through active movement as a cohesive group
• To learn simple new songs
• To increase confidence and strength (i.e. projection) singing through use of limited vocabulary (“fa la la..”)
• To attune ear to regular phrasing
• To play instruments in sequence, taking turns and waiting
• To play instruments at given times
• To increase awareness of changes of energy in verse-chorus format within song
• To express self musically on drums
• To recognise the unique quality of our voices
• To recognise and explore some expressive qualities of our voices
• To frame instrumental play within a song number sequence
• To listen and respond to specific lyrics with instrumental play at given times within a sequential song
• To explore creative thinking and musical expression to create a Winter soundscape
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Unit 3Year Group

Reception

Early Years Foundation Stage

‘The Animal Boogie’

• To learn simple songs
• To promote active singing and vocal projection through singing simple songs altogether at a slow-moderate tempo
• To explore sounds created by farm animals
• To experience a range of genres of pre-recorded music
• To experience songs and stories through role play
• To develop greater vocal and gestural expression and communication skills through use of animal role play
• To listen actively and perform (vocal and gestural) role at given times, when relevant animal is mentioned
• To act out roles within song stories
• To take turns making decisions 
• To role play with song accompaniment
• To role play with body percussion, vocal sounds and gestures
• To embody the experience and intensity of a horse race through use of body percussion, vocal sounds and gestures, as a cohesive group
• To follow instructions through mirroring gestures and sounds
• To experience different genres of pre-recorded music
• To frame a guessing game within the context of a song
• To listen actively to identify sounds that some animals create
• To use vocal warm-ups to develop vocal projection and control 
• To use breathing techniques to develop breath control 
• To maintain, watch and respond at given times with learned actions
• To move body expressively to music
• To know that our communicative expression is not limited to verbal language, but that we communicate using gestures, facial expressions, body language and varied vocal sounds and tones
• To explore and develop the use of our voice in non-verbal ways, which aids greater communicative expression
• To use animal role-play to explore non-verbal vocal and gestural communication creatively
• To experience a range of different pre-recorded music
• To actively listen to pre-recorded music and respond creatively through sculpting dough
• To explore the topic of animals living within the rainforest
• To gain a growing awareness of creating a soundscape, and the many sounds that contribute simultaneously (including weather, animals, plants)
• To use a visual form of conducting using picture images, without verbal indication to play or stop 
• To experience the intensity of quiet sound production within the context of role play as prey-evading predators
• To follow conducted instructions given using different forms of prompts: verbal, sound effects, and gestural 
• To develop awareness of changing speeds within music
• To respond to changes of speed within music and match them
• To listen actively to pre-recorded music, and respond tangibly and visually to reflect changes in the music using a parachute
• To develop non-verbal communication skills using parrot vocalisations and gestures
• To broaden the expressive potential of the voice by exploring a range of different sounds and speech patterns
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Unit 4Year Group

Reception

Early Years Foundation Stage

‘Let’s Play!’

• To learn simple songs and rhymes
• To listen actively and consider how different materials produce different sounds
• To use musical play and movement as modes of self-expression
• To increase awareness of self and other as a cohesive whole within the context of musical partnership
• To develop communication skills through turn-taking play against the motivational structure of a repetitive chant
• To increase awareness of beat
• To use instrumental play and free body movement to respond to the embodied musical experience
• To recognise the difference between higher and lower sounds (“pitches”), supported by corresponding building blocks, visual aids and the use of numbers
• To use imagination and self-expression to create constructions and consider appropriate vocal sound effects
• To provide appropriate descriptive vocal sound effects to accompany the movement of a toy and the direction of movements
• To combine expressive play with music using songs and rhymes
• To develop increased awareness of the unique qualities of voices
• To develop increased awareness of vocal expression within communication
• To develop prolonged sustained focus and active listening skills
• To listen and respond to the expressive qualities of instrumental play, through role playing musical conversation
• To recognise the individual qualities of our voices as unique
• To explore the expressive use of our voices
• To embody different characters through use of gestures and vocal sounds
• To use gestures and vocal sounds expressively in response to musical accompaniment
• To use puppets and vocal sounds within storytelling to aid expressive communication of the text
• To embody the intensity of the story told and maintain prolonged concentration through use of movement of specific speeds, as a cohesive group
• To reflect emotional expression visually through use of a parachute
• To use non-verbal vocal sounds expressively
• To use anticipation and resolution within sound and silence as a tool for recognising changes of dynamics (i.e. volume) and phrasing
• To develop the expressive use of vocal sounds
• To embody specific vehicle sounds through use of gross motor movement
• To explore how changes of speed can impact on the sound effects used
• To use vocal sounds and repetitive phrases to support prolonged sustained concentration and meaningful engagement in the text
• To follow start-stop commands by listening actively
• To follow silent start-stop commands by watching actively
• To vary speeds of movement within stop-start commands
• To move expressively to the music
• To embody the music by responding to the use of accents, silence and texture, and also to changes of speed and volume 
• To move in specific ways according to the musical motifs heard within the music
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Unit 5Year Group

Reception

Early Years Foundation Stage

‘In the Woods’

• To learn new songs 
• To examine the forest school / green space area and recreate the environmental soundscape
• To practise chanting in a call and response echoing format
• To practise chanting whilst marching to aid forward momentum, and to maintain a steady pace
• To play claves at given times along with a regular metronome beat
• To parallel the movement of wind through plants, with the use of breath during singing
• To explore breath control 
• To learn breathing techniques which will support more confident use of the singing voice
• To parallel the growth of plants / wildlife with expanding dynamics
• To develop increased awareness of getting gradually louder and quieter
• To experience different genres of music
• To feel the music through the feet
• To explore rhythmic responses to music using different parts of the body
• To focus on feeling the pulse of the music through hands and feet simultaneously, by tapping a drum and following the leader
• To use varying amounts of force with feet / stamp to emphasise the down beat
• To use feet and actions to feel the regular pulse, repeated beats and added accents
• To keep changes of speed within musical accompaniment
• To listen carefully to musical cues through a melodic line accompaniment (using stop-start and varied speeds of momentum), to indicate movement responses using gestures
• To listen carefully to musical cues within a song, indicated through use of segments comprising of verses and choruses, which require action responses using parachute motions
• To listen carefully for stop-start musical cues, which indicate a sudden response through a change of gross motor movement
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Hullabaloo! Primary Music Curriculum Overview

Unit 6Year Group

Reception

Early Years Foundation Stage

‘At the Beach’

• To explore a range of percussion instruments 
• To explore shaking ‘sandy’ sounds
• To arrange musical instruments in order of sound from loudest to quietest
• To engage in turn-taking structured play within the framework of a simple song
• To create a range of shaker instruments, changing the contents to alter the sound
• To express themselves through movement
• To embody the forward propelling momentum of driving rhythms found in some sea shanties, through use of body percussion (tapping toes against the floor and dropping hands onto thighs)
• To develop increased awareness of dynamic swells within phrases where the music becomes gradually louder and gradually softer
• To playfully use wind trapped within balloons, as a focus for visualising and embodying different forms of gestural expression
• To develop breath awareness and control
• To learn new songs
• To move (wave) to a steady beat
• To play instruments in time with the beat
• To develop careful watching, waiting and anticipation in response to finger conducting 
• To notice and respond to expressive changes using swells within music 
• To express self freely within the framework of calm vs energetic music 
• To listen carefully to contrasting musical and sound tonalities
• To explore how sounds change when they move through water
• To explore how instrumental sounds change when they cannot travel freely, by dampening sound vibrations
• To use a simple song framework and reduced sensory input (by closing eyes) to focus attention and heighten listening skills
• To respond to vocal and instrumental musical contrasts with embodied movement
• To use own imagination and decision-making skills to respond to an orchestral music track by drawing an underwater scene
• To develop breath control by alternating blowing and singing phrases 
• To develop increased awareness of phrasing using alternate vocalising and blowing responses 
• To respond to sound instructions played on a tambourine / ocean drum, using gross motor movements as crabs playing around a rockpool
• To develop concentration, listening and watching skills using anticipation and resolution with instrumental sounds and silences
• To use counting and rhythms within an echoing format using castanets
• To experience music of different cultures
• To express self freely through clicking castanets and gross motor movement to a traditional Spanish track
• To use turn-taking instrumental play in a simple sequential format
• To anticipate play as part of a circle formation
• To view musical play as part of team sport, including playful competition
• To learn about team the purpose of team chants
• To create and practise own team chants 
• To use a suspense and resolution format of irregular phrasing to aid focused listening and energetic, playful responses, reflecting jumping over waves in shallow sea water

Le
ar

ni
ng

 O
bj

ec
ti

ve
s


