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Music Crew! Primary Music Curriculum

Music Crew! Primary Music Curriculum for EY Reception is fully aligned with ‘Musical Development Matters in the Early Years’

Hearing and Listening

• Thinks abstractly about music and 
expresses this physically or verbally
e.g. “This music sounds like floating
on a boat.” “This music sounds like
dinosaurs.”

• Distinguishes and describes changes in
music and compares pieces of music, 
e.g. “this music started fast and then 
became slow.” “This music had lots of 
instruments but this music only had 
voices.” “This music was spiky and this 
music was smooth.”

• Associates genres of music with 
characters and stories.

• Accurately anticipates changes in 
music, e.g. when music is going to get 
faster, louder, slower.

Vocalising and Singing Moving and Dancing Exploring and Playing

• Pitch matches, i.e. reproduces with his
or her voice the pitch of a tone sung by 
another.

• Able to sing the melodic shape (moving 
melody, e.g. up and down, down & up) 
of familiar songs.

• Sings entire songs.
• May enjoy performing, solo and or in 

groups.
• Internalises music, e.g. sings songs 

inside his or her head.

• Moves to the sound of instruments, e.g. 
walks, jumps, hops to the sound of a 
beating drum.

• Combines moving, singing and playing 
instruments, e.g. marching, tapping a 
drum whilst singing.

• Moves in time to the pulse of the music 
being listened to and physically 
responds to changes in the music, e.g. 
jumps in response to loud / sudden 
changes in the music.

• Replicates familiar choreographed 
dances e.g. imitates dance and 
movements associated with pop songs.

• Choreographs his or her own dances to 
familiar music, individually, in pairs / 
small groups.

• Creates music based on a theme e.g. 
creates the sounds of the seaside.

• Finds and records sounds using 
recording devices.

• Plays instruments (including imaginary 
ones such as air guitar) to match the 
structure of the music, e.g. playing 
quietly with quiet parts within music, 
stopping with the music when it stops.

• Keeps a steady beat whilst playing 
instruments – his or her own steady 
beat in his or her creative music 
making.

• Taps rhythms to accompany words, e.g. 
tapping the syllables of names / objects 
/ animals / lyrics of a song.

• Creates rhythms using instruments and 
body percussion.

• May play along to the beat of the song 
they are singing or music being listened 
to.

• May play along with the rhythm in 
music, e.g. may play along with the 
lyrics in songs they are singing or 
listening to.
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