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Music Crew! Primary Music Curriculum Overview

Unit 6Year Group

Reception

Early Years Foundation Stage

‘At the Beach’

• To explore a range of percussion instruments 
• To explore shaking ‘sandy’ sounds
• To arrange musical instruments in order of sound from loudest to quietest
• To engage in turn-taking structured play within the framework of a simple song
• To create a range of shaker instruments, changing the contents to alter the sound
• To express themselves through movement
• To embody the forward propelling momentum of driving rhythms found in some sea shanties, through use of body percussion (tapping toes against the floor and dropping hands onto thighs)
• To develop increased awareness of dynamic swells within phrases where the music becomes gradually louder and gradually softer
• To playfully use wind trapped within balloons, as a focus for visualising and embodying different forms of gestural expression
• To develop breath awareness and control
• To learn new songs
• To move (wave) to a steady beat
• To play instruments in time with the beat
• To develop careful watching, waiting and anticipation in response to finger conducting 
• To notice and respond to expressive changes using swells within music 
• To express self freely within the framework of calm vs energetic music 
• To listen carefully to contrasting musical and sound tonalities
• To explore how sounds change when they move through water
• To explore how instrumental sounds change when they cannot travel freely, by dampening sound vibrations
• To use a simple song framework and reduced sensory input (by closing eyes) to focus attention and heighten listening skills
• To respond to vocal and instrumental musical contrasts with embodied movement
• To use own imagination and decision-making skills to respond to an orchestral music track by drawing an underwater scene
• To develop breath control by alternating blowing and singing phrases 
• To develop increased awareness of phrasing using alternate vocalising and blowing responses 
• To respond to sound instructions played on a tambourine / ocean drum, using gross motor movements as crabs playing around a rockpool
• To develop concentration, listening and watching skills using anticipation and resolution with instrumental sounds and silences
• To use counting and rhythms within an echoing format using castanets
• To experience music of different cultures
• To express self freely through clicking castanets and gross motor movement to a traditional Spanish track
• To use turn-taking instrumental play in a simple sequential format
• To anticipate play as part of a circle formation
• To view musical play as part of team sport, including playful competition
• To learn about team the purpose of team chants
• To create and practise own team chants 
• To use a suspense and resolution format of irregular phrasing to aid focused listening and energetic, playful responses, reflecting jumping over waves in shallow sea water
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